EDITORIAL

/ New hospltal will
jchange city’s face
but plannmg crumal

i 4 hen Middle Tennessee Med- .
7 ical Center-opens a new hos- |

pital in 2010 on Thompson

" Lane in west Murfreesboro, it

- will change lthe face of th‘e .

) crty s Gateway :

This stretch™of l'md that only a few years ago

was nothing but open fields is already becoming a’
retail and corporate center as pait of Murfreesboro
City Council’s Gateway Center, a 300-acre devel-"
opment that sprang from the city’s. $12 rmllxon
land purchase.

- With state appr oval Thmsday of the 1equest f01 ’
Tospital construction, the $278 million facility to. |
. go up off Medical Center Parkway could be con- |
. sidered one of the biggest developnients in the |
city’s history. Not only will it dramatically change -
< the’ 1andscapc on that once»bucohc corner, it will
"spawn a medlcal corudm i’ th'xt secnon of the,' i
, c1ty \

Murfreesboro Medlcal Clinic is aheady plan-‘
ning to move to Medical Center Pakaay, and as
developiment continues, doctors’ offices and med-
ical-related businesses will fill the area. ,

It will be a far cry from the beginning of the old:
’ ‘Rutherfmd Hospltal n University Street in1927. -
, e, t the ‘hospital and re- !

named- it M1dd € Tennebqee ‘Medical ‘Cénter in
1986, it has changed. dramatically, bmldmg anew
entrance on Highland Avenue along with Baptist
Women’s Pavilion, a cancer tleatment center ‘and
ambulatory clinic. -

Cle'uly, though 1t has, outgmwn its ne1ghb01A
hood just east of dowritown Murfreesboro. Not -
only can it not offer the 286 beds licensed by the |
. State, p’trkmg isa gmwmg problem and the hosp1~
tal is simply boxed in on cvety side, . ° - i
. With Rutherford County’s population steadlly
. rismg, MTMC had chmce but to expand, ot

be left behind. It will have 600,000 square feet, as
: ,';opposed £0°itS cunent'368 000 square feet. - .-
, Competition is: a factor; as well, with
iStoneCr tMedlcal Cente1 enmg m Smyma ‘

usé of the growth ex+
’ 'pected to take place he1e ‘Not only is the popula-
tion aging, it is growing — rapidly -+ and could
double from roughty 210,000 in the next 20 years.

MTMC must-grow to meet that commg de- .
mand. But it also must provide better access, and
the Tocation near 1-24 will allow people to get off
at Medical Center Parkway atid be at the hospi-
fal’s: front door in no time, instead’ of duvmg
through central Murfreesboro ‘ ‘




I T T

_ At the same tlme cuy leaders need to be pre--
 pared for the congestion that will follow complete
development of Medical Center Parkway. With
numerous retail and corporate developments in

the works, planners must ask themselves if that

road will be able to handle the traffic. :

MTMC’s presence ‘in ‘west Murfreesboro near
124 will make a huge difference for the region’s
health-care syste ;Il create a new-identity
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